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Wyoming Branch Library – Summary 
The Kent District Library – Wyoming Branch was evaluated on February 5, 2015. 

Existing conditions and recommendations do not encompass any alterations made after 

that date. 

Overall, the Wyoming library is an excellent facility, with wide aisles and a dedicated 

Adaptive Technology Room. 

Of the 30 recommendations, 23 of them are elements which are not currently compliant 

with ADA Accessibility Guidelines. 

Nineteen of recommendations are Level 1, which can be altered with little effort or cost. 

These include: 

 Adding “van accessible” signs to van accessible parking spaces; 

 Increasing the maximum opening width of the main library door; 

 Lowering restroom coat hooks to 44”; 

 Moving signs for public restrooms out of the drinking fountain alcove. 

There are ten Level 2 recommendations, which can be altered with some expense or 

effort, such as purchasing and installing new equipment. These include: 

 Shifting grab bars in the staff restrooms; 

 Replacing the outside handrail of the community room ramp so that it is 

continuous including the support pillar; 

 Removing the cabinet of the story room sink and insulating plumbing to provide 

roll-under clearance. 

In addition, there is one Level 3 recommendations, which will require construction to 

repair. This is: 

 Lowering sinks in the staff kitchen, between the management offices, behind the 

public service counter, and in the story room. 

Wyoming Branch Library – Facility Details 

Parking 
Currently, the two van accessible parking spaces do not have required additional 

signage indicating that they are van accessible. We recommend adding the additional 

signage. *(1990) 

Approach to Facility 
Some of the sidewalk around the facility are developing a slight cross-slope of up to 

1:45. We do not recommend any immediate action, but be aware that sidewalk repairs 

may be needed somewhat sooner than anticipated. *(1990) 
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External Entry Doors 
When a library patron uses the automatic door at the exterior library door, the current 

distance between the inside face of the open door and the edge of the closed door is 

29.75”. To meet ADA Guidelines the open width should be at least 32”. This is easily 

fixed by adjusting the maximum opening via the power assist door closer. *(1990)  

Internal Entry Doors 
Some doors in the facility do not open to a clear width of 32”. The door to the stage at 

the top of the ramp in the Community Room opens to 28.75”. The doors to Meeting 

Room C open to 29” with one leaf open. The door to the Story Room opens to 31.5”. To 

meet ADA Guidelines the open width should be at least 32”. This may be easily fixed by 

adjusting the maximum opening via the power assist door closer or by clearing 

obstacles that prevent doors from opening fully. *(1990) 

The force required to open several doors in the facility is currently 5-8.4 lbs., and should 

be 5 lbs. or less. In particular, Conference Room B doors require 5.5 lbs., the staff 

storage room door requires 6.5 lbs., the Reading Room door requires 7 lbs., the staff 

break room door requires 7.5 lbs., and the Adaptive Technology Room door requires 

8.4 lbs. This is usually a quick and easy fix, by adjusting the tension of the door 

openers. We strongly recommend starting with the Adaptive Technology Room. *(1990) 

Restrooms 
Both staff restrooms are designed for single user occupancy with sufficient room to 

accommodate both an individual with a disability and their caregiver.  We recommend 

labeling both restrooms as family restrooms.  This will provide additional access both for 

individuals who are transgendered, and for those who have a caregiver, such as a 

spouse, who is not of the same gender. 

The rear grab bars in the staff restrooms are shorter than required to meet ADA 

Guidelines. The rear grab bars currently measures 21.625” and 22.5” from the 

centerline of the toilet to the end of the gripping surface, and should measure at least 

24”. We recommend moving the grab bar further along the wall. *(1990) 

Toilets in the restrooms have no secure backing.  Exposed piping is potentially unsafe. 

Injury could occur if a patron were to lean back on the pipe. Consider adding a backrest. 

Plumbing under the sink in the family restroom is exposed and uninsulated. Piping 

should be insulated to prevent temperature-related injuries to those who may lack 

feeling in their legs. This can easily be prevented by concealing the pipes with PVC 

piping or similar insulation. *(1990) 

The heights of the toilet seats in the family restroom and staff women’s restroom are 

16.125” and 16.5” high, respectively. They should rise between 17” and 19” inches from 

the floor. In the short term, you can purchase toilet seats with 1”-3” bumpers. In the long 

term, we recommend replacing the existing toilet with a taller model. *(1990) 
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The automatic flush in the accessible toilet stall was not working at the time of the 

evaluation. We recommend regularly checking and maintaining flush controls. 

Currently, the buttons to operate manual flush controls in the restrooms are partially 

blocked by the rear grab bars in accessible stalls. We recommend regular maintenance 

to ensure that automatic flush controls remain in working order. *(1990) 

The mirror in the family restroom is slightly too high at 40.5” from the floor, and should 

be no more than 40” high. We recommend lowering the mirror to the top of the sink 

edging. *(1990) 

The coat hooks located in the men’s and women’s restrooms are currently 48.5” above 

the floor, while the coat hook in the family restroom is 60.875” high and the coat hook in 

the staff women’s restroom is 67” high. These should be no more than 48” from the 

floor. We recommend adding additional coat hooks at the lower height or moving 

existing coat hooks down. *(1990) 

General Facility Accessibility 
The carpet in front of the service desk is slightly larger than the openings at the base of 

the front service counter and turns up at the edges as a result, creating a trip hazard. 

This can be solved either by replacing the mats, or cutting the edges so that they will lay 

flat. 

 

Currently, there are no clear distinguishing marks to indicate the front edge of stair 

risers on the Community Room stage. We recommend adding black textured tape to the 

front edge of risers to make them more clearly visible. 

Currently, the handrails for the steps in the Community Room are 33.5” high. To meet 

ADA Guidelines, the top of the gripping surface should be at least 34” from the stair 

riser. We recommend increasing the height of handrails to 36” from the front of the riser 

if handrails are replaced. *(1990) 
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The handrail on the outside of ramp in the Community Room does not continue around 

the support pillar. To meet ADA Guidelines, handrails should be continuous on both 

sides. We recommend replacing the outside handrail. *(1990) 

The handrails for the ramp in the Community Room are 32.625” high. To meet ADA 

Guidelines, the top of the gripping surface should be at least 34” from the stair riser. We 

recommend increasing the height of handrails to 36” from the front of the riser if 

handrails are replaced. *(1990) 

Points of Access 
The sinks in the staff kitchen, between the management offices, behind the public 

service counter, and in the story room are currently 36-36.5” high, and should have a 

height of no more than 34”. We recommend lowering full counter, including the sink, if 

the rooms are remodeled. *(1990) 

The sink in the story room currently has a cabinet covering pipes and blocking roll-under 

clearance. Because there is not sufficient room for a parallel approach, ADA Guidelines 

require knee and toe clearance. We recommend removing the cabinet and insulating 

the pipes. *(1990) 

The force required to operate the sink in the story room is currently 6 lbs. and should be 

no more than 5 lbs. Oil or grease the controls to reduce the required force. *(1990) 

The sinks in the staff kitchen and between the management offices, and behind the 

public service counter currently have a cabinet covering pipes and blocking roll-under 

clearance. We recommend removing the cabinet and insulating the pipes if the sinks 

are remodeled. *(1990) 

Currently, the signs for the staff restrooms are mounted at 37.25” above the floor. To 

meet ADA Guidelines, signs should be mounted so that the bottom of the raised text is 

no less than 48” high. We recommend raising signs. *(1990) 

Currently, the signs for the meeting rooms are mounted on the left side of the doorway. 

To meet ADA Guidelines, signs four double-leaf doors where both doors open should 

be located to the right side of doorframes. We recommend relocating signs. *(1990) 

The 18” x 18” clear floor space required for the public restroom signs is partially 

obstructed by the drinking fountains. We recommend moving the signs out of the 

drinking fountain alcove. *(1990) 

Currently, most signs are black text on a chrome background. The reflections on the 

background can make it very difficult for some individuals with low vision to read the 

signs. We recommend replacing signs so that they are white text on a matte black 

background. 
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Service Accessibility 
Currently, the service desk in the book sale room does not have sufficient clear floor 

space for wheelchair access. We recommend relocating or removing the desk. 

Currently, the print kiosk does not have sufficient clear floor space for a parallel 

approach, and does not provide knee or toe clearance. We recommend shifting furniture 

so that there is at 48” clear floor space along the front of the print kiosk, for at least 30” 

deep. *(1990) 

Currently, the clear floor space for the book return in the main lobby is blocked by a 

table. We recommend shifting or relocating furniture to allow clear access. *(1990) 

 

Currently, the clear floor space for some self-scan kiosks is blocked by step stools and 

cords. We recommend fastening down electrical cords, and training staff to periodically 

check and move stools to the side. *(1990) 

 


